Thromboembolism and problems of anti-coagulation after prosthetic valve replacement.
104 patients who had prosthetic valve replacements were followed up for a period from 5 months to 63 months. The incidence of minor and major thromboembolism for aortic valve replacement was 1.2%/Pt.yr respectively, while the incidence for mitral valve replacement was 3.8%/Pt.yr. respectively. The haemorrhagic complication rate due to anticoagulation was 3.7%/Pt.yr. and the fatality rate due to it was 1.4%/Pt.yr. 75% of the patients who had haemorrhagic complications had a thrombotest of less than 4%. Anticoagulation related morbidity and mortality are significant in this series. Elimination of anticoagulation related complications could have improved the long term mortality rate from 2.95%/Pt.yr. to 1.4%/Pt.yr.